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to Madanna Pant, Akanna Pant and their nephew, a zanana
intrigue forestalled the imperial wishes. Some women in
Abu Hussein's harem sent to their houses a band of assassins
and all three fell stabbed by the murderers5 knives. Their
heads were sent with many compliments to the prince's
camp. By treating with some leniency Abu Hussein, Shall
Alam escaped the jealousy of the emperor. Nevertheless
he incurred the censure of the commander-in-chief.
Aurangzib sent for both Shah Alam and Khan Job an and
reprimanded them for not completing the conquest of the
kingdom. (October 1686.)

The left flank of the imperial army was now safe from
the attacks of Golconda. Sainbhaji's inactivity secured the
safety of the emperor's right flank. Aurangzib, therefore,
could concentrate his energies on the reduction of Bijapur,
It took some months for Shah Alam to extort from the
wretched Abu Hussein the large indemnity which he had
agreed to pay. But in June 1C8G all that could be squeezed
out of Golconda had been paid into the emperor's treasury
and the Moghul army of occupation, now under the sole
command of Shah Alain/ joined Aurangzib's camp outside
Bijapur. But the prince was in no humour to work
cordially either with his father or his brother Azam Shah.
The censures of the former and the gibes of the latter
rankled deeply, and in order to chcut them of the glory of
conquest Shah Alam opened secret negotiations with the
Adil Shalu king Sikandar. The prince'H envoy was one
Shah Kuli. Sikandar's envoy was one Sayad AJam. But
Shah Kuli was fond of forbidden liquor and in his cups
boasted that shortly his arts would reduce Bijapur. His
words were soon reported to Ruhulla Khan, tho head of
the military police, who repeated them to Aurangzib. Shah
Kuli was arrested. Under torture ho named his accomplices
and among thorn tho prince. Shah Alam repudiated tho
charge, and as even tho oinperor could hardly ordor the
toyluro of a prince of tho blood, the emperor released, but

" Khan Jehan hod been disgraced,                                                                   "~